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FORBS 
(flowers) 

Prairie phlox Phlox pilosa A mounded perennial, downy phlox 
grows 1-2‘ tall and bears clusters of 
fragrant, pale pink to lavender 
flowers. The petals of the showy 
flowers are joined at their bases into 
an elongate tube. Stems and narrow, 
paired leaves are covered with soft 
hairs. 

 
 Nodding 

Prairie Onion 
Allium 
stellatum 

A 1-2’, chive-like perennial w/ tufts of 
slender, solid leaves and stems. The 
green leaves appear in spring and die 
back as the flowering stalks appear. 
Umbels of rose-pink to lavender 
flowers form erect, 3-4” wide balls. 
 
The bulbs of wild onions have a strong 
flavor but can be eaten raw or 
parboiled. Early explorers ate them, 
and they were also used by settlers to 
treat colds, coughs, and asthma, and 
to repel insects. Chives (A. 
schoenoprasum) has hollow leaves 
and long, narrow, sharply pointed, 
lavender petals; it was introduced 
from Europe in the northeastern 
United States and in Canada from 
Alberta to Newfoundland 

 

 Yellow Cone 
Flower 

Ratibida 
pinnata 

A slender, hairy-stemmed plant 
bearing flower heads with drooping, 
yellow rays surrounding a roundish to 
ellipsoid, grayish central disk 
darkening to brown as rays drop off. 
Gray-head Mexican-hat is a 3-5‘ tall, 
summer perennial with a somewhat 
branched stem. One or several 
flowers, each on its own long stalk, 
may top a single stem. The yellow rays 
(petals) droop downward and are 
arranged around a grayish-brown 
cone. Lower leaves are long and 
divided into leaflets, while the upper 
leaves are smaller. 

 

 Tall 
Thimbleweed 

Anemone 
virginiana 

This perennial’s erect, multiple stems, 
rising 2-3‘, are topped by a greenish-
white flower with a slightly elongated 
center resembling a short thimble. 
After frost, the thimble matures to a 
cottony tuft. Leaves are deeply cut 
and clustered in a whorl halfway up 
the stem. 

 



Plant 
type 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
name 

Description Image  

 Aromatic 
Aster 

Aster 
oblongifolius 

This perennial’s rigid stems, usually 
less than 20” tall, are much-branched 
from the base. The narrow leaves and 
stems are sparsely covered with short 
hairs. Pink or lavender-blue flowers 
are many-petaled and aromatic with a 
yellow center. 

 
 Stiff Aster Aster 

ptarmicoides 
This bright and showy Aster is covered 
with brilliant white blooms from late 
August through September. Low-
growing (1-2') with showy silver-white 
blossoms in autumn, Aster 
ptarmicoides thrives on dry, sandy 
soils.  

 
 Meadow 

Blazing Star 
Liatris 
liguistylis 

The Ultimate Monarch Magnet! The 
crimson-red buds burst open to reveal 
brilliant purplish-pink flowers that are 
irresistible to Monarch butterflies and 
many other pollinators. Meadow 
Blazingstar's widely-branched and 
numerous individual flowers bloom 
over an extended period of time. The 
seeds are a Goldfinch favorite.  

 
 Butterfly 

Milkweed 
Asclepias 
tuberosa 

This bushy, 1 ½-2’ perennial is prized 
for its large, flat-topped clusters of 
bright-orange flowers. The leaves are 
mostly alternate, 1 ½ –2 ¼” long, 
pointed, and smooth on the edge. The 
yellow-orange to bright orange flower 
clusters, 2–5” across, are at the top of 
the flowering stem. The abundance of 
stiff, lance-shaped foliage provides a 
dark-green backdrop for the showy 
flower heads.  



Plant 
type 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
name 

Description Image  

 Prairie 
Milkweed 

Asclepias 
sullivantii 

One to several stout, erect stems, 2-3‘ 
tall, bear large, domed clusters of pink 
or pinkish-white flowers at the top or 
on stalks from leaf axils. Leaves 
are oval, thick, and somewhat 
succulent. 

 
 Showy 

Goldenrod 
Solidago 
speciosa 

The erect, usually unbranched, reddish 
stems of this perennial are 1-5‘ tall 
and occur singly or in clusters. Small, 
yellow flowers occur in a compact, 
erect, pyramidal column. A 
stout stem, smooth below and rough 
above, bearing a dense, pyramidal or 
club-shaped, terminal cluster of small 
yellow flower heads. 

 
 Purple 

Coneflower 
Echinacea 
purpurea 

A popular perennial with smooth, 2-5‘ 
stems and long-lasting, lavender 
flowers. Rough, scattered leaves that 
become small toward the top of the 
stem. Flowers occur singly atop the 
stems and have domed, purplish-
brown, spiny centers and drooping, 
lavender rays. An 
attractive perennial with purple (rarely 
white), drooping rays surrounding a 
spiny, brownish central disk. 
The genus name is from the Greek 
echino, meaning hedgehog, an 
allusion to the spiny, brownish central 
disk. The flowers of Echinacea species 
are used to make an extremely 
popular herbal tea, purported to help 
strengthen the immune system; an 
extract is also available in tablet or 
liquid form in pharmacies and health 
food stores. 

 

 Rattlesnake 
Master 

Eyringium 
yuccafolium 

Scattered along the stiff, 
upright stem of this 
unusual perennial are tough, blue-
green, yucca-like, parallel-veined 
leaves. Smooth, rigid stem bearing 
thistle-like flower heads made up of 
small greenish-white florets mingled 
with pointed bracts. The individual, 
greenish-white flowers cluster into 
unique, globular heads. These occur 
on branch ends atop the 6‘ plant. 
Their spiny leaves make walking 
through clumps of these plants 
difficult, and also make them 
unpalatable to grazing livestock. They 
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were once credited with a variety of 
curative powers. Their flower heads 
develop a bluish cast with maturity. 

 False Blue 
Indigo 

Baptisia 
australis 

Rising 2-4‘ high from a woody base, 
blue wild indigo is a bushy, robust 
perennial. Flowers are blue-purple and 
pea-like, congested in dense, upright, 
terminal spikes, 4-16 in. long. Leaves 
are divided into three leaflets. In late 
fall the plant turns silvery-gray, 
sometimes breaking off at ground 
level and tumbling about in the wind. 
Like other members of the pea family, 
this plant requires the presence of 
microorganisms that inhabit nodules 
on the plants root system and produce 
nitrogen compounds necessary for the 
plants survival. 

 

 Large 
Flowered 
Beardtongue 

Penstemon 
grandiflorus 

Large, lavender, horizontally arranged, 
tubular flowers on a 
smooth stem above opposite,blue-
green, clasping leaves and in axils of 
similar leafy bracts. This perennial’s 
stout, unbranched stems, 2-3‘ tall, 
bear opposite, blue-green, waxy 
leaves and pink to bluish-lavender, 
tubular flowers. The large flowers 
extend horizontally on short stalks 
from the axils of leafy bracts near top 
of stem. 

 
 Purple Prairie 

Clover 
Dalea 
purpurea 

Tiny rose-purple flowers in cylindrical, 
head-like masses at ends of upright 
wiry stems. This is one of the most 
widespread of the perennial Prairie 
Clovers, identifiable by their cone-like 
flower heads. An excellent range 
species, with high protein content. 

 
 Yellow 

Coneflower 
Echinacea 
paradoxa 

The yellow rays are strongly 
downturned and the disk is dark 
brown. The 2-3‘ flower stalks are 
sturdy and straight, 
with solitary terminal flowers, and are 
smooth or slightly hairy. The basal 
leaves are long and slender or very 
narrowly lanceolate. 
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 Fame Flower Talunum 
calycinum 

Fame flower (also sometimes called 
rock pink) is a Missouri native 
perennial which most often occurs in 
rocky soils, rocks and glades. Often 
found growing in large colonies in the 
wild. Features pink to red, 5-8 petaled 
flowers in cymes atop leafless stems 
growing to 8" tall. Stems rise from 
basal clumps of sparse, very narrow, 
linear, succulent-type leaves (to 2" 
long). Flowers typically open at noon 
and remain open only until mid-
afternoon. 

 

 Prairie Smoke Geum 
triflorum 

This is an attractive, 6-18” plant with 
foot-wide, basal clumps of ferny, blue-
green, hairy leaves and reddish-
purple, bell-shaped flowers that hang 
in groups of three. Clumps of feathery, 
plumed, pink-gray fruits stay on the 
plant much of the summer. The leaves 
of prairie smoke turn deep red in fall 
and are sometimes evergreen. 
After fertilization, the bell-like flowers 
turn upward and plumes begin to 
grow from the pistils, ready to be 
caught by the wind or a passing animal 
and the seed so dispersed.  

 Royal Catchfly Silene regia Royal catchfly is a 2-5‘, 
erect perennial with bright-red, 
tubular flowers. The flowers flare into 
five, slightly toothed, slender petals 
and are up to 2” across. The stems are 
smooth, but the broad, 
sometimes clasping leaves, are 
pubescent. The red flowers attract 
hummingbirds. 

 
GRASSES Little Blue 

Stem 
Schyzacrium 
scoparium 

Little bluestem or beard grass is a 
North American prairie grass; a 
perennial bunchgrass prominent in tall 
grass prairie.  Little bluestem grows to 
a typical height of 3’. Although it has a 
blue tint in the spring, in fall, its 
predominant color is more red, which 
color it may retain throughout winter 
into spring.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prairie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tussock_(grass)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallgrass_prairie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallgrass_prairie
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 Indian Grass Sorghastrum 
nutans 

Yellow indian grass is a tall, bunching 
sod-former, 3-8‘ in height, with broad 
blue-green blades and a large, plume-
like, soft, golden-brown seed head. 
This showy perennial’s fall color is 
deep orange to purple. 
This is a beautiful grass with a 
somewhat metallic golden sheen to its 
flowering parts. It is an important 
associate in the tallgrass prairies and is 
relished by livestock. It appears to be 
favored by occasional flooding and 
repeated burning and sometimes 
forms nearly pure stands in the 
lowlands. Warm-season grass with 
rich gold-and-purple sprays of flowers 
and seeds in the fall. 

 

 Switch Grass Panicum 
virgatum 

Clump-forming, warm-season grass 
with open, lacy sprays with small 
seeds, Aug-Oct. Purple stigmas at 
flowering time. Switchgrass is a 3-6 ‘, 
rhizomatous, loose sod former with a 
large, open, finely textured, reddish-
purple seedhead. Fall color is pale 
yellow. Bright green leaves occur up 
and down the stem, turning bright 
yellow in fall. Switchgrass is a 
perennial. Grows in large clumps, with 
many persistent, curly leaves. 
Switchgrass is one of the dominant 
species of the tallgrass prairie, but also 
grows along roadsides where moisture 
is present. The rich, yellow-colored 
clumps last throughout the winter. 

 

 Prairie 
Junegrass 

Koeleria 
macrantha 

This 1-2 ‘, perennial bunchgrass bears 
dense, silvery green, spike-like 
seedheads which start growth very 
early in spring and turn tan by mid-
summer. The leaves of June grass are 
gray-green. Prairie Koelers Grass is a 
cool-season grass, dormant in late 
summer. 
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VINES Trumpet Vine Campsis 
radicans 

A high-climbing, aggressively 
colonizing woody vine to 35’, climbing 
or scrambling over everything in its 
path by aerial rootlets. The 
pinnately compoundleaves with 4 to 6 
pairs of leaflets and a terminal one on 
an axis up to 12”long. Leaflets dark 
green on the upper surface, lighter on 
the lower, broadly to 
narrowly ovate, with coarse teeth, an 
elongate tip, and a rounded to wedge 
shaped base, the blade extending 
along the petiolule (leaflet stem) to its 
base. Flowers showy, waxy, broadly 
trumpet shaped, up to 3 ½” long, 
orange to reddish orange, clustered at 
the ends of branches, appearing 
throughout the summer. 
Fruit a pod up to 6” long with 2 ridges 
running lengthwise, tapering more 
gradually to the base than to the tip, 
and roughly round in cross section. 

 

 American 
Bittersweet 

Celastrus 
scandens 

A high-climbing or sprawling 
woody vine, reaching 30’. 
Deciduous leaves are simple,  
ovate and dark-green; greenish-yellow 
in fall. Small, greenish flowers are 
followed by a showy, 
orange capsule that splits open to 
expose a crimson aril. A twining, 
woody vine that produces small green 
flowers and distinctive bicolored 
fruits. The fruit is held in drooping 
clusters. 

 

 Hops Humulus 
lupulus 

The hop plant is a vigorous, 
climbing, herbaceous perennial, 
usually trained to grow up strings in a 
field called a hopfield, hop garden 
(nomenclature in the South of 
England), or hop yard (in "The West 
country" and U.S.A.) when grown 
commercially. They are trained to 
grow up strings or wires which 
support the plants and allow them 
significantly greater growth with the 
same sunlight profile. Male and 
female flowers of the hop plant 
usually develop on separate plants 
(that is, the plant is dioecious), 
although fertile monoecious 
individuals will appear occasionally. 

 

     

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbaceous
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Androecious

